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Introduction: 
 

This document is intended to provide an overview and guidance on the incentive programs 

available in the Town of Cheraw, SC. These incentives are intended for commercial businesses 

opening a physical location within the Town. All programs listed in this document are 

administered by the Town of Cheraw, and while Town staff will assist to the extent possible, it is 

up to the applicant to ensure all program requirements are met.  Please read this document 

carefully and make a note of when reimbursement requests are due, so you do not miss any 

deadlines.  

 

Consultation with Town staff is encouraged at multiple 

points throughout the project and BEFORE any work is 

started. Please call 843-537-7283 with questions. It is your 

responsibility to apply for incentives due at the appropriate 

time. 
 

The Town of Cheraw seeks to expand small businesses in the Town of Cheraw and encourage 

the redevelopment of its historic resources.  Recipients of incentives will be required to ensure 

that all work is properly permitted, and appropriate licenses are obtained. Please call Town staff 

if you are unsure of licensing status or requirements. 

 

Incentives for certain programs are limited, and incentive programs shall be suspended when 

funding has been depleted.  When additional funding is available incentive programs will be 

restored.  All incentives are reimbursement based.  Applicants must spend funds and demonstrate 

proof of payment as well as fill out appropriate reimbursement forms.   

 

Incentives for new businesses only apply when a new business license is being issued to a 

physical location.  Businesses that are moving locations are not eligible for new business 

incentives. Contractors and home occupation businesses are not eligible for new business 

incentives. If a business closes prior to the issuance of new business incentives then it forfeits all 

incentives due. 

 

It is the responsibility of the incentive recipient to comply with any requirements that come from 

receiving an incentive (ie. IRS reporting). 

 

As a final note, these incentives are there to help your idea become a reality.  They are not a 

replacement for knowing how to run a business, careful planning, understanding the local 

business climate, and hard work.  We want your business to be successful here in the Town of 

Cheraw, and we highly recommend you consult with professionals prior to opening a business. 

The best place to start is the South Carolina Small Business Development Center, which offers 

free consultation and planning services for aspiring business owners: https://www.scsbdc.com/.  

  

https://www.scsbdc.com/
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Façade Grant Program • Requires a 50% match and grant maximum is 
$1,500 
 

The Façade Grant program provides property owners or tenants up to $1,500 to improve the 

exterior appearance of commercial buildings. Grants require a 50% match, and the grant is 

allocated by tax map number.  Grants are limited to 1, per tax parcel, per fiscal year. 

 

Funding may be used on any exterior portion of the building that is visible to the public.  This 

includes the front, sides, and rear of a building.  Façade funding may not be used for interior 

repairs, signage, or roof repairs. 

 

Payment of grant funds will be issued once the applicant provides proof of payment for work 

completed.  Acceptable forms of proof are canceled check images, credit card receipts, or paid 

invoices from companies with a valid Town of Cheraw business license.  

 

Additional Information: 

 

1. Grants are awarded on a first come first served basis. 

2. Before and after photos are required to be submitted with a façade grant. 

3. Any contractors must have a valid Town of Cheraw Business License prior to 

reimbursement being issued. 

4. Work completed by the property owner is not eligible for reimbursement unless: 

a. The property owner is a licensed contractor. 

b. The work being completed does not require a building permit, in which case the 

applicant shall be reimbursed for materials only.  Receipts for material must be 

submitted and must be from reputable businesses.  Handwritten receipts from 

individuals will not be accepted. 

5. All work in the historic district must be approved by the Cheraw Board of Architectural 

Review (BAR) prior to commencing.  Failure to obtain BAR approval prior to work 

commencing will cause a forfeiture of possible incentives. 

6. All work must be permanently attached to the building or grounds. 

7. Only commercial property is eligible. 
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Design Grant • Requires a 50% match and grant award is $500 maximum 
 

Many new businesses will require a Life-Safety Plan, or a set of plans prepared by a design 

professional (architect/engineer).  The purpose of this grant program is to help offset the cost of 

preparing these plans.  Applicants are required to submit a paid invoice from a design 

professional (SC Licensed Architect or Engineer) and a reimbursement form.  Only projects on 

commercial property are eligible for design grants. 

 

Sign Grant • Requires a 50% match and grant award is $500 maximum, 
the minimum awarded amount is $100 
 

New businesses installing signage and existing businesses replacing signs are eligible to receive 

assistance of up to $500 toward new signage on a building. Applicants are required to submit a 

paid invoice from a contractor or receipt for signage and a reimbursement form. Only signs for 

commercial businesses are eligible for Sign Grants.  

 

Additional Information: 

 

1. All signs must have an approved sign permit prior to installation.  Failure to obtain a sign 

permit BEFORE the signage is installed will cause a forfeiture of the grant. 

2. Signs in the historic district must be approved by the Cheraw Board of Architectural 

Review.  Failure to obtain Board of Architectural Review Approval prior to the 

installation of signage will cause a forfeiture of the grant. 

3. Contractors must have a valid Town of Cheraw business license. 
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Building Improvement Grant • Requires a 50% match and grant award 

maximum is $5000 • Reimbursed in January and July 
 

The Town recognizes that when a new tenant moves into an existing building, the costs 

associated with getting the property ready can serve as an impediment to small businesses. This 

grant is designed to help offset some of the costs associated with preparing a building for use.  

Funds may be used to repair the exterior and/or interior of the building. 

 

Additional Information: 

 

1. Only work completed under a building permit is eligible to be reimbursed. 

a. Completed work that does not require a building permit (ex. Painting or flooring 

cover) is only eligible to be reimbursed for material costs.  Receipts must be 

provided and must be from reputable businesses.  Handwritten receipts from 

individuals will not be accepted. 

i. Applicant must also be able to demonstrate where the purchased material 

has been used (ex. with before and after pictures). 

2. Contractors must have a valid Town of Cheraw business license AND be appropriately 

licensed by the State of South Carolina. 

3. All work must be permanently attached to the building.  Items that may be easily 

removed from the building are not eligible. 

4. Before and after pictures are required for any reimbursement. 

5. Reimbursements will take place 2 times per year and only after a business has received a 

valid Town of Cheraw business license and passed all required inspections. 

6. It is the responsibility of the business to apply for reimbursement.  Failure to apply when 

eligible will cause the forfeiture of incentives due. 

a. For businesses licensed in January through June, your reimbursement application 

is due by the last business day in July. 

b. For businesses licensed in July through December, your reimbursement request is 

due by the last business day in January. 

 

Building/ Plumbing/ Mechanical/ Electrical Permit Fee Reimbursement • 

50% • Reimbursed in January and July 
 

50% of Building Permit Fees associated with starting a new business will be reimbursed.  It is 

the responsibility of the business to apply for reimbursement.  Failure to apply when eligible will 

cause the forfeiture of incentives due.  Reimbursement schedule will be the same as the Building 

Improvement Grant. 
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Business License Tax Reimbursement • 50% reimbursed after first full 

year in business • 25% reimbursed after second full year in business 
 

It is the responsibility of the business owner to apply for reimbursements.  Reimbursement must 

be requested no later than 30 days after the 1-year anniversary of the business license being 

issued. If the 30th day falls on a holiday or weekend, reimbursement requests will be accepted on 

the following business day. 

 

Hospitality Tax Reimbursement • 50% reimbursed after first full year in 

business • 25% reimbursed after second full year in business 
 

It is the responsibility of the business owner to apply for reimbursements.  Reimbursement must 

be requested no later than 30 days after the 1-year anniversary of the business license being 

issued. If the 30th day falls on a holiday or weekend, reimbursement requests will be accepted on 

the following business day. 

 

Accommodations Tax Reimbursement • 50% reimbursed after first full 

year in business • 25% reimbursed after second full year in business 
 

It is the responsibility of the business owner to apply for reimbursements.  Reimbursement must 

be requested no later than 30 days after the 1-year anniversary of the business license being 

issued. If the 30th day falls on a holiday or weekend, reimbursement requests will be accepted on 

the following business day. 

 

Water/Sewer Tap Reimbursement • Reimbursed after the first full year 
in business 
 

If water/sewer connections are required for new business, the Town of Cheraw will reimburse 

the full amount after the new business has completed its first full year in business.  

Reimbursement must be requested no later than 30 days after the 1-year anniversary of the 

business license being issued. If the 30th day falls on a holiday or weekend, reimbursement 

requests will be accepted on the following business day. 
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Historic Preservation Grant • $15,000 Grant Award • Pre-Approval 
Required 
 

The Town of Cheraw puts a strong emphasis on the preservation of historic resources.  They are 

critical to maintaining Cheraw’s “authentic sense of place”.  This grant aims to help encourage 

the rehabilitation of historic commercial buildings within Cheraw and are available to tenant or 

property owners who make a substantial investment into a historic commercial building. Historic 

commercial properties are defined as any that contribute or may contribute to the Cheraw 

Historic District and are located in the Downtown Development Incentive Area as defined in 

Ordinance 2019-12. Funding availability may vary. Properties used as single family or duplex 

residential are ineligible. 

 

Additional Information. 

 

1. Substantial investment is defined as a minimum of $30,000 spent on the rehabilitation of 

a historic building. 

2. Only work completed under a building permit is eligible for reimbursement. 

3. Application requires two quotes from general contractors licensed in the State of South 

Carolina to be submitted with initial application. 

4. Applicant must demonstrate ability to pay for proposed improvements. 

5. All work must comply with the standards of the Cheraw Board of Architectural Review. 

6. Applicant has one year from the date of pre-approval to complete the work.  The Town 

Administrator may grant a 6-month extension if the property owner can demonstrate 

extenuating circumstances that would prevent the completion of the project within a 1-

year time frame. 

 

 

 


